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Consultation on proposals to extend the streamlined route for schools to acquire foundation status to primary schools
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5 July 2005Enquiries To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	Contact Details
	Any questions about the consultation exercise should be sent by e-mail to 
Primary-Foundation.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk (​mailto:Primary-Foundation.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk​) or posted to Emma Morley at DfES, 38 Podium, Mowden Hall, Staindrop Road, Darlington DL3 9BG.  
1	Executive Summary
1.1	The Department consulted last Autumn on proposals to streamline the process for community and voluntary controlled secondary schools to change category to foundation.  Regulations giving effect to those proposals come into force on 1 August.  A letter from Stephen Crowne, Director of School Resources Group, DfES and copies of the regulations can be downloaded. The primary chapter of the five-year strategy made clear that the Government’s principles for reform applied to all schools, and explained how primary schools would also enjoy more freedom, with a lighter-touch role for the local authority.  Some respondents to the consultation relating to secondary schools suggested that the streamlined route to foundation status should, accordingly, be made available to primary schools.  The Government’s election manifesto stated: “We will allow successful primary schools, like secondary schools, to become foundation schools by a simple vote of their governing body following consultation with their parents.”  This is a consultation on the proposals for implementing this commitment.  
2	The Proposals
2.1	
The Government proposes to make further amendments to the Education (Change of Category of Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 2000 to bring community and voluntary controlled primary schools within the scope of the streamlined process available to secondary schools.  The key principle underlying the streamlined process is that the governors of individual schools are best placed to decide whether a change of category is in the best interest of their school and the wider community, taking account of the views of parents and other stakeholders. 

At present, the governing body of a primary school intending to change category must publish proposals setting out their intentions, having first consulted locally.  The proposals must include prescribed information.  Once proposals have been published, there is a six week period during which interested parties may make representations.  At the end of this period the proposals fall to the SOC to decide.  If the SOC does not decide the proposals within a further two months, or cannot reach a unanimous decision on them, they are referred to the Adjudicator for decision.  
The Government proposes to streamline the process for community and voluntary controlled primary schools to change category to foundation so that it is identical to the process being introduced for secondary schools.  The effects of this would be as follows:

• the period during which representations may be made about the proposals would be reduced to four weeks;

• the amount of prescribed information that the governors must publish would be significantly reduced; and

• the governing body would be able to determine their own proposals, and their  determination would be final.

As for secondary schools, the Government proposes that the streamlined route should not be available to primary schools which are subject to section 15, or sections 17 and 51, of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.

A primary school which did not have a religious character could not acquire a religious character in the course of changing category.  Similarly, a primary school with a religious character could not change its religious character.
The Government is not proposing any changes to the governance arrangements for foundation schools.  
3	How To Respond
3.1	All comments on the proposals in this letter should be sent by e-mail to 
Primary-Foundation.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk (​mailto:Primary-Foundation.CONSULTATION@dfes.gsi.gov.uk​) or posted to Emma Morley at DfES, 38 Podium, Mowden Hall, Staindrop Road, Darlington DL3 9BG.  The deadline for responses is Tuesday 8 November 2005.  
4	Plans for making results public
4.1	Responses will be published on the Consultation website.


